
 

 

 

Virginia Beach City Public Schools 

Community Advisory Committee for Gifted Education 

 

The regular meeting of the Community Advisory Committee for Gifted Education (CAC) was 

held on Monday, November 14, 2016 at 6:30 p.m., at Frank W. Cox High School (2425 

Shorehaven Drive; Virginia Beach, VA 23454). 

  

I.  Welcome – Introduction(s)  

  Mr. Luzak welcomed members and guests.  

Voting members present: Ryan Luzak, Sandy Beale-Berry, Jill Campbell, April Cobos, 

Amanda Fox, Ginger Ploeger, Humberto Zuniga 

Voting members not present: Amy Converse, Yoon Do, Tanya Ramirez, Evan Rice, 

Gary Webster 

Ex-Officio members present: Dr. Veleka Gatling, Anne Baker, Sun-Siret Betancourt, 

April Harmon, Kay Roberson, Meghann Scott 

Ex-Officio members not present: Hailey Cahoon 

Guests: Kristin Burney (Kellam HS Zone), Elizabeth Johnson (Kempsville HS Zone), 

Kelly Singer (Landstown HS Gifted Resource Teacher), Barbara Kennedy (Coordinator 

of Gifted Programs), Robin Schumaker (Coordinator of Gifted Programs), Dornswálo 

Wilkins-McCorey (Gifted Instructional Specialist) 

II.  Special Order/Topics  

 

A. Public Comments 

Mr. Luzak opened the floor for comments from guests.  

 

B. Program 

a. High School Model Overview with Kay Roberson 

Ms. Roberson explained the essential elements of the gifted program 

including: curriculum, collaboration, clustering, advocacy, professional 

development, communication and community present in each high schools’ 

gifted resource program. 

 

Among other duties, GRTs design units and infuse gifted pedagogy including 

UBD, Kaplan depth and complexity, the work of Robert Marzano and others. 

 

Ms. Roberson shared a video clip showing the development, implementation 

and execution of a unit that was designed for students collaboratively with 

Cluster Teachers (CTs) and the Cox HS Library Media Specialist (LMS) for 

English Honors 10 students.  

 



 

 

Ms. Roberson discussed how high school students are clustered as required in 

9th and 10th grades; and optionally (though recommended) in 11th and 12th 

grades.  

 

GRTs advocate for arts enrichment programs, attend monthly professional 

development opportunities, provide instructional leadership in the building, 

and work closely with “feeder schools” to assure seamless transition between 

elementary, middle and high school.  

 

Following the presentation, questions about clustering, the Gifted Advisory 

Board (GAB), professional development, online credit, and transition study 

halls were discussed.  

 

Dr. Gatling discussed the opportunity for additional collaboration between 

parents, students, school counselors, GRTs and ODS staff.  

III. Business Meeting - Call to Order  

Mr. Luzak called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.  

A. Approval of Minutes from September 12, 2016 

Mr. Luzak asked for a motion to approve the September minutes. Ms. Fox moved and 

Ms. Beale-Berry seconded. Motion carried. 

IV.  Unfinished Business  

A. Membership  

Ms. Campbell reviewed the applicants that are interested in the vacant at-large 

position and discussed that the Cox and Bayside positions that would be open at the 

end of the 2016-17 school year. Mr. Luzak asked members to move this item to the 

end of the agenda in an effort to allow discussion of and a vote on the candidates who 

have been nominated. The item was moved by consensus. 

B. High School Site Visit Debriefs 

Ms. Campbell shared information from her site-visit to First Colonial HS, also 

attended by Ms. Cobos.  

 

Ms. Beale-Berry shared her report from Kempsville High School.  

Mr. Luzak asked for a motion to extend by 15 minutes. Ms. Campbell moved and Ms. 

Fox seconded. Motion carried. 

V. New Business 

A.  Bylaws 

Mr. Luzak discussed the process of reviewing and approving additions and changes to 

the CAC Bylaws. 

   



 

 

B. From the Floor 

Ms. Campbell lead discussion on the nominees to fill the vacant at-large position and  

potential upcoming vacancies after the 2016-17 school year.  

 

Mr. Luzak asked committee members to share any thoughts on the nominees with the  

committee. Mr. Luzak asked for a motion for Ms. McKinney; a motion to nominate 

Ms. McKinney for the seat by Ms. Berry died for a lack of a second. 

 

Mr. Luzak asked for a motion for Ms. Johnson; a motion to nominate Ms. Johnson 

was made by Ms. Beale-Berry and seconded by Ms. Ploeger. Motion did not carry. 

 

Mr. Luzak asked for a motion for Dr. Burney; a motion to nominate Dr. Burney was 

made by Ms. Campbell and seconded by Mr. Zuniga. Motion passed. 

Ms. Burney will be recommended to the School Board. Other nominees will be 

invited to attend any CAC meetings and participate as guests, and will be contacted 

about future vacancies. 

Dr. Gatling shared information about the new on-line application process, and the 

increase of high school students requesting gifted testing.  

VI.  Adjournment  

Mr. Luzak asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Beale-Berry made a motion; 

Mr. Zuniga seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

The next meeting of the CAC will be held on Monday, January 9, 2017 at the Plaza Annex 

Professional Development Center (641 Carriage Hill Road; Virginia Beach, VA 23452). 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Emily Assmus  

Office Associate 

Department of Teaching & Learning 

Office of Gifted Programs 

 


